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Commissioner's Comer 

This faii I Inad great opportunities to interact witin tine people of Maine. 
Whether I was in Aroostook, Hancock, Lincoln or Washington County, 
the feedback I heard was just how important the work that the 
Department of Environmental Protection is doing to ensure a robust 
economy and a healthy environment. 

When I was in the City of Ellsworth, I visited their new state-of-the-art 
wastewater treatment plant, which they built because the old facility- 
next to Union River - was contaminating the water and making it closed 
to fishing. So many people just flush their toilets and do not know what 
happens afterward but I believe, Maine's wastewater treatment plant 
operators are truly on the frontlines of environmental protection, ensuring 
smoothly so our natural resources are protected. 

We should support these facilities, also vital economic development tools, and ensure like Ellsworth 
did that our infrastructure can adapt and handle additional capacity from more users or from 
severe weather events. I also challenge all of us to think further than the flush and how we can 
protect our facilities from so called "flushable wipes," which in many cases are do not break down 
and damage wastewater facilities. Taxpayers invest heavily in this infrastructure so let's take care 
of it and protect these resources because they protect our environment. 

In this issue of EnviroNews, you'll find some updates on Rulemaking , an exciting beneficial use 
project , updates to EPA reporting , opportunities in air regulations for Maine, information on 
maintaining landfills , an update on lakes protection , and upcoming training opportunities . Thanks 
for taking the time to discover the wide variety of work that the department undertakes and let us 
know what you think and as always stay up to date on my news and views on DEP's website at 
the Commissioner's Corner. 




that their plants run 



Rulemaking and Opportunities for Comment 

Rulemaking 
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The DEP maintains resources to engage Maine people in Department rulemaking and other 
opportunities for participation. Proposed rules available for comment and rulemaking meeting 
schedules, as well as proposed, recently enacted and pending regulations are available on 
the DEP Proposed Rulemaking webpage . 

Upcoming Rulemaking 

The DEP has the follow rules scheduled for final adoption. 
December 17, 2013 

Chiapter 335 Significant Wildlife (adoption) These changes clarify the effect of vernal 
pool regulation on adjacent property owners, clarify the regulation of vernal pools which 
straddle property boundaries, and clarify the regulation of artificially created vernal 
pools, all as directed by Chapter 362; 

Chapter 405 Solid Waste IVIanagement: Water Quality Monitoring (adoption) That 
analytical work submitted to the Department in conformance with the standards and 
requirements of the Solid Waste Management Rules must have been conducted by 
laboratories with appropriate certifications; and 

Chapter 691 Underground Storage Tank Facilities (adoption) The principal purposes 
of the rulemaking are to amend current requirements by providing additional options for 
conducting a site assessment at the time of the abandonment of an underground oil 
storage tank or facility, and to update installation, operation and maintenance 
requirements of underground storage facilities to be consistent with changes in industry 
and national standards of practice and changes in technology. 

Public Comment 

Other opportunities for participation include public comment periods for Department 
agreements, planning and federal rulemaking opportunities at the DEP Opportunity for 
Comment webpage . 

To receive notifications about hearings or public comment periods, contact Mike Karagiannes (207) 
287-7024. 



Innovation Achieves Environmental Sustainability 

What can be done with 27,000 tons of carpet-like fiber? 
According to Triumvirate Environmental of Somerville, 
Massachusetts with a location in Eliot, it can be recycled 
by turning it into composite lumber. 

"After visiting the Town of Warren and listening to their 
concerns, I tasked the department with coming up with a 
sustainable solution because putting the fiber in a landfill 
was not an option," said Patricia Aho, Maine DEP 
Commissioner. "The department sought innovative 
solutions and Triumvirate Environmental delivered. Their 
proposal to turn the fiber into a composite lumber is 
truly a prime example of how to beneficially use 
materials." 

Responding to a DEP Request for Proposals, Triumvirate's plan will set up a processing facility on 
site in a high-tech, enclosed structure. Triumvirate indicates that they will create a minimum of eight 
new jobs, with as many as 16 employees when in full production mode. These numbers do not 
include additional indirect jobs. Triumvirate Environmental plans to process the entire 27,000 tons of 
fiber into finished product by the end of December 2016. 




DEP staffer Michael Parker with a fiber pile 
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Roughly 80 percent of the carpet-like fiber material brought to the 70-acre site for the construction of shot 
and sound containment berms remains uncovered because the project was never completed. Through court 
action, DEP secured access to the property to remediate the site because of public safety concerns. The 
polyester and polypropylene carpet-like fiber is stable, does not decompose and does not generate leachate 
or odors. However, it does pose a fire risk. 

"I'm thrilled to see the effort the department put into this. I'm thrilled to see Pattie Aho taking a 
personal interest in cleaning up this problem that had the potential to be catastrophic. I'd also like 
to see kudos given to Melanie Loyzim - she spearheaded a great deal of this work. I think the 
outcome has the potential absolute best it could be. I would much rather see it turned into a 
product rather than just burned," said Warren Selectman, Ed LaFlamme. 

Find information on current Requests for Proposals and signing up for notifications on the DEP 
Requests for Proposals webpage. 

Tier 2 Hazardous Materials Submission Software Now 
Available 

The Maine Emergency Management Agency compiles data from facilities required to report 
inventories of hazardous chemicals. This information is invaluable to DEP during emergencies when 
responders encounter chemicals that may be harmful to people or the environment. 

The State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) announces that the 2013 Tier 2 Submit 
software has now been released by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. This 
software allows facilities with reportable quantities of hazardous materials to document and submit 
their reports electronically, through e-mail or on a CD, as required by the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA). 

This law requires facilities with 10,000 pounds of a hazardous material or 500 pounds or less of an 
Extremely Hazardous Substance based on the chemicals' Threshold Planning Quantity. This 
information is invaluable to DEP during emergencies when responders encounter chemicals that 
may be harmful to people or the environment and helps responders ensure they are aware of 
potential hazards at a facility. This free software is available at the US EPA Tier 2 Submit Software 
website . 

For more information on reporting or assistance in completing your reporting please contact your 
county EMA office or call the Maine Emergency Management Agency at 1-800-452-8735. 



Achievements and Opportunities in Air Regulations 

The people of Maine enjoy and have reason to be proud of the Maine's achievements in air quality. 
Maine is in attainment with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for all pollutants. In fact, in 
the last 10 years we have seen a 20 to 50 percent reduction in pollutant levels. The LePage 
Administration is working hard to continue to ensure our air is clean without placing unnecessary 
regulatory burdens on businesses if those regulations have no tangible environmental benefit, which 
is why the department proposed changes to EPA on pollution requirements. 

Under the Clean Air Act, states like Maine, who is in attainment, can pursue changes which would 
allow for greater flexibility for emission sources to use a case-by-case determination of pollution 
control systems accounting for energy, environmental and economic impacts of the system. Simply 
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put, the current standard makes expanding or adding efficient technology in Maine unattractive to 
investors. If EPA grants the requests and they are approved through state rulemaking, our mills 
and other emission sources would still have to follow strict controls on what they emit. It would 
allow for Maine to be on a level playing field with other states that also attain the federal air 
standards. Find more information about the plan on the State Implementation Plan webpage or 
contact Marc Cone (207) 287-1932. 

The Department has strong reasons to believe that future state and federal pollution requirements 
will mean Maine will continue to meet current and future federal air quality standards. For example, 
the southern part of the state will no longer require a boutique fuel, which will result in lower 
emissions of VOC and NOx from cars and trucks. In the future EPA will require even cleaner 
gasoline, lower tailpipe emissions, and higher mileage standards for cars and trucks. Additionally, 
Maine will see benefits from the greenhouse gas rules and air toxic rules that will apply to power 
plants. Also, the state continues to see the use of natural gas become more widespread to fuel 
our industrial base. Alternative fuel opportunities and future requirements will continue to drive 
emissions from all sources to lower levels. 



Maintaining Landfills 

Between 1989 and 2000, the Maine DEP 
Closure and Remediation Program provided 
nearly $80M to municipalities to close their 
old dumps and landfills. This funding was 
provided to municipalities through a 
reimbursement program which provided 
towns 75% of their costs for closing these 
facilities. Since 2000 municipalities have 
continued to incur costs related to landfill 
closures which DEP began to reimburse 
earlier this year . 

Municipalities are responsible for maintaining the landfill after closure, which generally consists of 
mowing, maintaining proper vegetative growth, preventing erosion and burrowing animals from 
damaging the cover, and in some cases collecting environmental samples to monitor landfill 
leachate migration. 

Mowing is an important aspect of landfill maintenance by preventing woody plants and trees from 
growing on and damaging the cover system. Tree roots can penetrate the cover system and allow 
water to enter increasing leachate and posing a risk to groundwater and nearby drinking water 
wells. The landfill cover is unable to support the weight of growing trees so often they blow over, 
exposing waste and risking the municipal and State investment in the landfill closure. 

Under regulations established in the late 1980s, Maine's solid waste handling facilities are now 
state-of-the-art facilities built to be protective of public and environmental health. Additionally, more 
materials are being diverted from landfills through reduction, recycling, reuse, composting and 
waste-to-energy. 

For more information about municipal landfill maintenance responsibilities contact David Wright 
(207) 446-4366. 



DEP's Commitment to Maine Lakes 




4 of 6 



1/7/2014 11:23 AM 



Maine EnviroNews Winter 2013 



https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp7age. 




One of Maine's most valuable natural resources is its 6,000 lakes and ponds, which are renowned 
for their beauty and water quality. Annually, these lakes are a $3.5 billion economic engine that 
sustain 52,000 jobs, generate substantial tax revenues for towns from shoreland properties and 
provide drinking water for half of all Mainers. 

It is their value environmentally and economically that makes protecting Maine's lakes in perpetuity 
paramount for the Department of Environmental Protection. 

The PEP lakes monitoring program has tracked water quality in more than 1 ,000 Maine lakes for 
over 40 years. This long-term program partners with the Volunteer Lakes Monitoring Program , 
which provides lake monitoring services from 1,000 volunteers. Together the programs have 
produced one of the most comprehensive lake data sets in the country. The detailed information 
gathered each year guides DEP strategies and programs to protect Maine lakes and ponds from 
pollution, prevent and control invasive aquatic organisms and ensure sustainable use for Maine 
people. 

Education is important for preventing and limiting pollution of Maine lakes. State law requires retail 
stores to post signs regarding the use of fertilizer containing phosphorus which can contribute to 
algal blooms and lower water quality. The DEP provided letters and posters for all known retailers 
to meet this requirement this past spring. Playing a key role in organizing Children's Water 
Festivals in northern and southern Maine for nearly 20 years, the DEP has a strong history of 
promoting the importance of water as a resource to future environmental stewards. 

Invasive species are the most recently identified threat to Maine lakes and can permanently alter 
human and wildlife use of a lake resource. Because restoring a degraded lake is extremely 
expensive and less effective than protection, the DEP aquatic invasives program works with 
partner organizations and the public to prevent invasive plants and animals from entering Maine 
waters. 

By recognizing the connection between the health of Maine's lakes and the health of the Maine 
economy, DEP's commitment to protecting and enhancing our water resources is strong. 

Your regional DEP office is a great resource for answers about water resources and other 
environmental topics. Ask for the on-call contact to speak with staff in your area. 



Environmental Training Opportunities 

As part of our commitment to supporting and engaging our partners in environmental protection, 
DEP and our partners host many educational opportunities across Maine. Below is a list of 
upcoming DEP classes. On the DEP training webpaqe , find links to additional training opportunities 
hosted by our partners in environmental protection. 

Water Quality Workshops 

Land Use Zoning or Shoreland Zoning CEO recertification credits 
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January 15, Freeport. 
January 16, Machias. 
January 30, Thomaston. 
February 5, Ellsworth. 
February 12, Saco. 

Registration and information: MacGregor Stocco (207) 287-4818 

Controlling Turbidity from Construction Sites 

Continuing Education for Certified Contractors 
December 19, Portland. 

Registration and information: contact JETCC (207) 253-8020 

Code Enforcement Training Calendar 

Maine Department of Economic and Community Development 



Contact: Chase, Maine DEP Office of Innovation and Assistance 

beth.chase@maine.gov 1 207-592-6157 



This email was sent to beth.chase@maine.gov by beth.chaseOmaine.qov | 
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